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At a time of great diversity of normative ethical theories and of
widespread disagreement—even hostility and violent action in
regard to the abortion controversy—Hudson has a vision of what
the current moral scene requires: “There is an urgent need for a
moral position which can actually be used to guide decision-
making, a position which is neither relativistic nor arbitrary, and
within the general framework of which constructive moral
discussions can work out the details of what morality requires.’’!

It is Hudson’s contention that the judgments of thoughtful
persons “based on principles derived from human reason”
should “increasingly converge toward agreement” and that
unbiased and informed persons should be able to ““understand
them and appreciate the rational force of the reasoning upon
which the obligations they entail is based” (60). I take it to be
significant that Hudson does not stipulate that thoughtful
persons will agree on these moral principles, but rather that they
will understand and appreciate the reasons set forth to justify them.
It would certainly improve the current moral climate if the
opposing factions in the pro-life/pro-choice debate, for example,
would openly acknowledge the legitimacy of the reasoning upon
which the obligations proposed by their opponent is based
without endorsing the practices the opponent proposes. A
pluralistic society needs this unity-in-diversity. If Hudson’s
proposal could help to facilitate this shift, it would be most
welcomed indeed.

The source and locus of all value for Hudson is a ““certain type
of conscious awareness”’ (62). This theory of value has its roots
in the Philosophy of Personalism advocated by Borden P. Bowne,
Edgar S. Brightman, and, most recently, by Peter A. Bertocci.? In
Hudson’s own words: *“All intrinsic value occurs in conscious
experience and it is the conscious awareness of value-discrim-
inating beings which is the foundation and occasion of all the







































