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Introduction

In his article in this issue of The Personalist Forum Professor
Hudson presents a very interesting, though fundamentally wrong,
approach to the relationship of personhood to medical-ethical
decision making. He seems to want to endorse an objectivity of
values which I believe is a philosophically correct and defensible
position, but he misunderstands the fundamental issue of value
creating and value experiencing as a foundation for personhood.
This confusion ultimately undermines the objectivity of values
which he seeks. If conscious awareness is value-creating, as he
claims, then ultimately all value and value relationships are
subjective and relative to the person with conscious awareness.
On the contrary, I hold that certain value relationships exist
independently of anyone’s conscious awareness of them. It will
be seen that Hudson’s fundamental assumption, which he does
not support but just asserts—namely, that all value has its source
and locus in a certain type of conscious awareness—is simply a
false claim. Nevertheless, in spite of this serious flaw, his position
is a step in the right direction. With this brief overview let me
now support my claims with a detailed analysis of Hudson’s
position and a formulation of my counter position.

In analyzing any moral position, [ suggest that it is required to
meet at least the following four criteria as tests of adequacy: (1) it





































































