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The natural mind simplifies the world, seeing
unity where there is only complex process. It is
in this way that historical ages acquire their
name and essence, gravity comes to be seen as a
cause, nationalities are reduced to a stereotype.
In this spirit, we speak of technology as a power-
ful force in the modern world. We endow it (the
single reality) with properties, tendencies, dis-
positions, even a personality. We hold serious
discussions about whether it is good or bad,
whether we should accelerate its development or
learn to do without its benefits.

The sophisticated intellect in us may think
it trivial to be told that there is no single
being that answers to the name "technology." But
the natural mind that pulses under the skin of
sophistication never ceases to hypostatize;
reminders about what constitutes good ontology
are, therefore, rarely out of place. Technology
is not some impersonal force that causes difficul-
ties for us or else makes life comfortable. It is
but a set of skills and activities--skillful ac-
tivities--of human beings.

Such skilled activity is the application of
knowledge aimed at achieving human ends. Science,
therefore, is by no means the only body of
knowledge that has or can have such practical
results. The arts have a technology for the pro-
duction of plays and paintings: there are iden-
tifiable rules that aid in the creation of what is
interesting, beautiful or funny. Religion has a
technology consisting of, among other things,
chants, prayer wheels and the- administration of
bread and wine. Even philosophy is developing its
own application to the world through critical in-
volvement in governmental, business and medical
decision-making. The technology employed consists



















































